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Next Meeting at the Canberra Irish Club, Weston

On Saturday the 4th February, 2012 commencing at 1100 hours

President 6s Report delights. We hope to be able to use the BBQ for some more func
raising events in the future. As the final details regarding the

Christmas is once again fast approaching and | would fII’Stly I|k% ur c hagesstdl on going the full details will be pub“shed in
to wish all our Members, Families and friends a very merryt he next edition of 6énatinfodt

Christmas and a great New Year. | hope that 2012 will prove tnd Peter Ryan for their generous help.
be a happy one for you all.
In closing please let me say thank you all for your support during

Sadly 2011 saw quite a number of members and friends Pa$H11 and look forward to helping our ACT Branch grow during

away and we must also add to that list, Member Bill Lindbec
who died on the 20th November. Our thoughts go out to his wife '

and fam”y Thank you

Numbers of attendees to Remembrance Day at the AWM were Garry Hand President

down this year and John Faunt represented me as | was unable to

attend due to injuries. John spoke to our National President, Earle -000

Jennings. Due to his luncheon engagement with the Governor | .

General Earle had to leave early. National Service Day 2012

I attended a Veteranos For unvecretary Bol ijetcheryishes tq,agvise all a/le_mlgegs thaf e ha

Hanson CSC MLA, who is the ACT Shadow Minister for 0€en in contact with the Events and Ceremonies Officer of the

Veteranso Affairs. Australian War Memorial. Due to a plaque ceremony to take
place during the morning of the 14th February we have been told

This forum for ex service organisations was held at the Assembly h a t our Nati onal Servi ceme

and was attended by Senators Michael Ronaldson, FederRlemembrance Memorial and Wreathlaying Ceremony will now
Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs, and Gary Humphries,be held 1400 hours on Tuesday 14th February, 2012.
Senator for the ACT as well as over 30 organisations. It was a

robust meeting discussing various ex service personnel concerndg30P suggests that members meet at the Memorial at 1330 hour
allowing plenty of time to settle into position. An Order of

It was pleasing to see Jeremy attend our December Genergkrvice will be prepared in association with the AWM Events
Meeting where he was able to answer quite a few answers froend Ceremony Officer.

the floor. It is always nice to listen to a Politician answer without

notice these, these sometimes off the cuff questions. Well don&/ould you please note these changes in your 2012 diary.

Jeremy. Bob Fletcher Secretary

As there is no General Meeting to be held in January | do look

forward to seeing a large number of you at our Family Day Rail

Outing at the Kingston Miniature Railway on Sunday the 15thSaIuting Their Service
January.

-000

. _ _ _ One of the great privileges of being an MP is having the
We have been able to obtain a mobile BBQ outfit which we hop&pportunity to honour those who have sacrificed their lives for
to try out on the day so bring your hungry bodies to partake in itgur freedoms and to acknowledge the work that many of our
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Service people make on our behalf.

There are a number of formal ways the community says thank you
to our service personnel, there are the memorials to commemorat
particular conflicts and medals to honour the service of

individuals, but there are also ongoing initiatives that assist those
who are involved in sustainin

supporting exservice men and women.

One of these initiatives is th8aluting Their Servicgrogram,
which administers grants to support projects and actiwtieish
directly commemorate Australians who did service in wars,
conflicts and peace operations. The grants ajmomote
appreciation and understanding of the nasbaping roleof our
service personnel.

The money might fund a unit reunion or contribute to the

preservation and display of wartime memorabilia, it might help to

construct or restore a memorial, or it could be used to support &
school based program educating school children about their
wartime heritage.

An initiative like Saluting their Servicés a way to make sure our
military heritage is kept Vi s
recognition at a community level. At the individual level there are
two decorations which recognise the contributions of those who
served in the National Service.

The Anniversary of National Service 193972 Medal (ANSM)
was introduced in 2001 to recognised those who completed theil
obligation under the two National Service schemes that had
operated in Australia between 1951 and 1972.

of Australia
The Australian Defence Medal (ADM) was established to
recognise Australian Defence Force Regular and Reserve
personnel who have demonstrated their commitment and
contribution to the nation by servicing for an initial enlistment
period, or four years, whichever is the lesser.

Anyone who has completed a full National Service obligation will

qualify for the medal. ADMs are presented biannually in formal

presentation ceremonies. These ceremonies will involve seniot
military personnel and federal parliamentarians. Alternatively, you
may elect to receive the medal through the post by Registerec
Mail.

Information about the application process for these honours, alonc
with downloadable application forms, can be found on the
Department of Defence website (www.defence.gov.au). They are
also available from the RSL and other-&&rvice Organisations.

| would encourage anyone who is eligible for these honours, or
who has an idea or plan for ¢
heritage, to get involved. For more information about applying for
medals, get in touch with John Bertles; to learn more about the
Saluting their Servicgrants, call my office on 6247 4396 or visit
the Department of Veterans Affairs website (www.dva.gov.au).

Andrew Leigh is the Federal Member for Fraser
Web: www.andrewleigh.com

-000

Important Disclaimer

Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the Editor or Individual Contributors. They do not necessarily pegtesent
policy of the Australian Capital Territory Branch Inc. our Individual Members or the Association.
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Birthdays for December. Our current Membership stands at 120 with new membershij
packs still out there and we hope that our numbers will soor

lan Bird Paul Bohun Deb Debenham increase.

Anthony Driscoll Michael Driver Leonard Glare ) ) )
Len Goodman Max Murphy Timothy Overall Perhaps we could once again go on a membership driv
Florence Tancred. contacting friends who are @¥ashos but are not yet members.

_ The Federal Member for Fraser, Andrew Leigh has asked, in bot
To each of you the best wishes for a great day and hope for maryis blog and newsletter, for any nashos to contact us. So mayt
many more. Happy Birthday. we will gain numbers through that source.

-000 Would you please all have on my behalf a very merry Christma:

L and a successful and happy New Year.
Dates for your diaries.
Brian Harry- Treasurer and Membership Officer.

KMR Family Day Sunday 15th January 2012
-000
February General Meeting Saturday 4th February 2012
. _ In Memory

National Ser vi deesdayrildttsFelD 2042

; Thomas William Lindbeck M5631
March General Meetin Saturday 3rd March 2012

s Hrday Who passed away on the 20th November 2011
Annual General Meeting Saturday 7th April 2012 He will be missed by all his friends and family
ANZAC Day Wednesday 25th April 2012 +
May General Meeting Saturday 5th May 2012

Would you please enter these important dates into your 2016d
diaries. e

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,;

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn;
Natinfo Bulletin. At the going down of the sun and in the morning;
We will remember them.

-000

As you will have noticed that we have now gone to publishing

6natinfod every two months instead of Od_?stwgfor@%t.r system of
This was done due to a shortage of articles which meant that you -000

could be subjected to useless information just to fill the pages.

We are very well aware of the importance of keeping members3, Gos Report

particularly those unable to attend our General Meetings, up to dalt‘?/v
with all news of upcoming and past events which should be 05
interest to each one of you.

ould like to report that we had a very good year, socially, anc
ur final activity for the year was a luncheon at the Botanical
Gardens on Black Mountain. The food provided at the restaurar

So-a new instrument was creat e Wasofghighqyalgyrapd enjoyed, agwas theglay gtithe gapdeng

published during the missing months. The first of these wag)

- . ur n eting will be held on the 15th February 2012
produced and despatchedia$ s sue One Nandaihb edm gr)%ir?%tol%o aﬁ tge home of Margaret Woods, 12

: ~ our
be followed up with fAlssue Tw?bis traeélt,llgl%hrol%zgr%§pione number 6255 0234.

Members attending the December General Meeting were asked Chri Lunch Deb mad . ioned
their opinion of this new arrangement and it was fully endorsed gat Our ©hristmas Luncheon, Deb made an impassioned reque
successful. or more wives /| partners to

From my point of view it is much easier to produce an A4 two
sided bulletin six times a year together with an A3 eight page
newsletter also six times a year. If anyone has an issue with this
please feel free to contact me.

John Bertles Editor.

-000

Treasurerds Report

| am please to advise members that even though we have paid for
airfares for our two Delegates to attend the National Conference
being held next year in Darwin our accounts balance looks good.

I am, however, disappointed that our annual Christmas Raffle sales
seem to be down on past years. '
interest or the worldoés financial crisis. -00c
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Christmas Luncheon December 2011.

It was very pleasing to see once again such a large attendance
Members their partners and friends come along for this very happ
get together celebrating the end of yet another year. Around 4§§
people enjoyed a very good meal and excellent company on this fir@
and warm December Saturday. :

That jolly fAolded Gentleman i
motorized sled drawn this year by a book of jokes (four pages) an
he not only received a round of applause but most of his joke
brought the house down with laughter. He did buy some laughter b
saying that those who laughed the loudest would receive extr
chocolates. Well done again Santa.

We had received enough support from our members and friends
to put together a very large hamper as first prize in our
Christmas raffle with second prize a Nutrimetics Hamper
donated by Irene and John Faunt, with a third prize of a
Waterfall Wall feature.

Again this year prizes were given to all and this was done table H
table with prizes drawn by ea
Faunt taking two barrels, one pink and one blue, around to eaq
table to have the prizes drawn individually. This is to sho
appreciation to members and partners for their attendance a
support.

A‘-

Yl

Enough hamper goods enabled the committee to put togethe
two smaller hampers to be dr

pool which also included some bottles of wine. The wine was
wine by various people including Florence Tancred and Dean
DaCosta, Mrs Bohun and Garry Hand won the small hampers.

i

-

The names of the major prizes will be announced in a later
edition of either O6natinfod o
the tables.

This method of selection of prizes proved to be a way of each pers
responsible for her or his own choice of prize and also made for
fun way of doing it. Everyone appeared to be happy with their prize

It is felt that we should give a very big thank you to Julie Hesse fo
arranging for the wonderful Canberra Celtic Choir to perform, unde
her baton, a selection of Christmas Carols, both traditional an
Australian, and in some cases these were sung in German, We
and Gaelic. We would like to welcome them back again next yea
and why not to perform at our Memorial in February? We must as
Julie.
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During his end of year speech Garry Hand thanked all those
members of the ACT Branch for all the work carried out during the
year but made especial mention of all the work carried out by the
3Go6s and i n particular FIl or
congratulations should also go to Irene Faunt for the decoration
on each table which included a centre piece such as that shown
the photograph above which were all hand made by her.

Bob Hesse closed the function by saying how much he appreciate
the work of Garry Hand and the Committee and said that he
personally felt this was the best Executive Committee he hac
experienced during his time as a member of the Queanbeyar
Canberra SuiBranch and now with the ACT Branch and called for
a standing applause.

Garry Hand has also stated that due to the fact that we now our t
owners of a mobile BBQ he felt that in appreciation of the work
carried out by our members we would use the BBQ at our Januar
Family Day at the KMR and provide sausages for everybody whc
attends.

Please come one and all and help us use this great BBQ so tt

when we first take it out for
venue around Canberra to make a profit, we know how to use it
Remember we do really require

hand at cooking. This is not a joke we will be supplying all the
food at NO COST to you ~ so bring along your hunger but you
will have to supply your own drinks.

-000



