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Next Meeting at the Canberra Irish Club, Weston 

On Saturday the 8th October, 2011 commencing at 1100 hours 

First Anniversary of the Dedication of the National 

Servicemenôs Memorial. 
 

On Friday 2nd September 2011 under a beautiful clear and sunny 

Canberra sky a group of National Servicemen, together with 

partners and friends, gathered at our National Memorial in the 

eastern forecourt of the Australian War Memorial to lay wreaths 

and commemorate the first anniversary of the dedication of the 

Memorial. 
 

Speaking with Mr Richard Cruise, of the AWM,  himself an ex-

Nasho, he stated that the service in 2010 brought him close to 

tears when he looked out onto a sea of blue and realised that what 

he was seeing was one of the largest groups of ex-servicemen 

from a common unit in one place. 
 

We will all remember that magnificent Canberra day when 

around 3,000 Nashos proudly marched up Anzac Parade to the 

AWM Parade Ground. Yes it was a very rewarding day for all 

who took part and one we will all remember - a sea of blue as 

Richard Cruise remembers. 
 

The Association wanted this special Observance Day Service to 

be one of great significance and be a tradition carried on over the 

years to come. This will surely happen as more of our comrades 

in other Branches and Sub-Branches become aware of the 

symbolism and significance of the Memorial 
 

At the request of our National Executive our ACT Branch sent 

out emails inviting most Sub-Branches, in our surrounding area, 

but, unfortunately, only two, Goulburn and Eurobodalla were able 

to attend. Although this was disappointing it should be 

remembered the Service was held during the week and the 

distances most would have to travel was great. 
 

Those who did attend went away with the impression of what a 

great memorial we now have and were very pleased that they had 

taken the opportunity to give their support to the service. 

The Ceremony was MCôd by Mr. Richard Cruise who said how 

important the National Service Memorial was to the Australian 

War Memorial. 
 

The Commemorative Address was delivered by Major Earle 

Jennings AM RFD ED (Retôd), National President, National 

Servicemenôs Association of Australia. He spoke of sacrifices 

made by the 212 National Servicemen who died in active service 

in both Vietnam and Borneo and how much this National 

Memorial commemorate that sacrifice. 
 

Our Chaplain, Pastor Wayne Lyons, led the Prayers and also 

gave the Benediction. The National Media Officer, Allen 

Callaghan gave the Ode. The Last Post and Rouse were played 

by a bugler from the Royal Military College Band, Duntroon. Mr 

Wal Beckhouse, President of ACT Branch National Service and 

Combined Forces Association gave the thanks and farewell 

address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wreaths were laid by Earle Jennings, Garry Hand, Wal 

Beckhouse, Goulburn Sub-Branch of NSW and representing 

Eurobodalla  Mr Brian Baker. As you will notice these wreaths 

made a vey colourful addition to the memorial. 
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We were very fortunate to have Bob Hesse with his trusty camera 

along to record this service and I am pleased to share some of 

these with you. I am happy to report that those of you receive this 

newsletter by Australia Post will now be able to view it in full 

colour as, due to our recent grant, ônatinfoô will be published in 

full colour to ensure that you are one with our on-line members. 

Please enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Wayne Lyons and Bob Fletcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Cruise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The audience listen to Pastor Wayne Lyons 

 PATRONS 
 

 Mr. John King 

 Dr Mike Kelly AM MP 

  Senator Gary Humphries 
 

 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   
 

 President    Garry Hand 

 Vice President    John Faunt    

 Secretary     Bob Fletcher    

 Treasurer     Brian Harry  
 

 COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
 

 John Bertles          (RSM, Protocol Officer) 

 Brian Harry                  (Membership Officer) 

 Barry Cole J.P.                 (Property Officer) 

 Ted Kendall 

 John Hawk 

 Florence Tancred       (Social Committee Liaison) 
 

 CHAPLAIN  
 

 Pastor Wayne Lyons J.P   6297 3472 
 

 NEWSLETTER  
 

 John Bertles           (Editor)   6291 4981 

 Dean DaCosta        (Sub-Editor) 6288 3411 
   

 ADDRESSES 
 

 The Secretary 

 National Servicemenôs Assoc of Australia 

 Australian Capital Territory Branch Inc. 

 Post Office Box 7211,  

 Duffy, ACT 2611 

 Phone 6288 8993 
  

 Our Web Address: www.nationalservicecanberra.com 
 Email address: nashos@incanberra.com.au 
 

 NATINFO  
 

 The Editor ónatinfoô 

 c/o John Bertles 

 57 Pennington Crescent 

 Calwell ACT 2905 
 

 Phone 6291 4981. Mobile: 042248832 

 Email nashos@incanberra.com.au 
 

 PHONE NUMBERS 
 

 President     6288 5584 

 Vice President     6241 6274 

 Secretary      6288 8993 

 Treasurer      6251 3791 

 
  

 Membership Officer  
 

 Brian Harry     6251 3791 
 

 PO Box 388 Jamison Centre ACT 2614 

 Email bharry 1@bigpond.com 

Important Disclaimer 
 

Opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the Editor or Individual Contributors. They do not necessarily represent  position or 

policy of the Australian Capital Territory Branch Inc. our Individual Members or the Association. 
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Earle Jennings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Wayne Lyons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earl Jennings lays wreath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wal Beckhouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garry Hand 

 

We have so many photographs to display that I have reduced the 

number as much as possible. It was my intention to only insert 

those photos which were of significance to members of our ACT 

Branch but have decided to include some which do have far 

reaching audiences and will be of interest to a lot of our Branch 

members also. So please bear with me and enjoy them as well. 


